Our brain has two hemispheres that specialize in different jobs-the right side processes spatial and temporal information, and the left side controls speech and language.
ultimate and complete "split" of the brain" Gazzaniga begins his tale by recounting how, as an undergraduate at Dartmouth, he read of Sperry's work and became interested in the split-brain concept. He describes how patients with split brains differ from "normal," neurological patients, and how he used his knowledge of the split brain to explore a possible new window into the "unconscious."
Together with Bruce Volpe and Joseph LeDoux, a former student, Gazzaniga discovered in 1979 a way in which information that could not be accessed consciously could nevertheless influence seemingly conscious decisions. They thus opened a new field of cognitive research.
Gazzaniga describes the key experiments (why and how they came about, the fulfilled and unfulfilled expectations, and the differences between patients), and provides URLs to online videos of key experiments with some of his split-brain patients. These videos depict a condition that hasn't been fully explored, though it may be essential for understanding the self and the human mind. Like some other famous cognitive neuroscientists of his era, Gazzaniga mentored a generation of new investigators in the field, many of whom have made huge contributions as well. The generous way in which he describes his relationships with former superiors, fellows, collaborators, postdocs, and students somehow defies his modest contention that he is an ungifted teacher.
Cerebrum, November 2015 4
The book is also a bit of a travelogue, as Gazzaniga traces his Italian heritage, great sense of hospitality, and love for food and wine. We learn that he often applied these traits in the name of science to organize lively scientific discussions in exotic locations, such as Venice, Tahiti, and Turkey.
Out of these brainstorming conferences have come new ideas and experiments, a network of lifelong friends, and indeed an entire research community.
Gazzaniga's brilliant coining of the term "cognitive neuroscience" has helped create an intellectual home for researchers and clinicians trained in many other fields-from neuropsychology to philosophy and artificial intelligence. He is author or co-author of over 300 scientific peer reviewed publications.
